
 

Review your Child’s IEP with an Educational Advocate 

Sign up Now for the May 14th  IEP Clinic in Greenfield  
 

The United Arc, in collaboration with the Federation for Children with Special 
Needs, will be offering an Individual Educational Program (IEP) Clinic on 
Wednesday, May 14 from 4—7 PM at the Arc’s Family Support offices on 110 
Harrison Avenue, Greenfield, MA.  There are still appointment times available.  

 

This is an opportunity to meet with a trained educational advocate for a half hour 
appointment to review your child’s IEP, discuss concerns, parental rights and 
strategies for advocating for changes.  Advocates will include Julie Sinclair, from 
the Federation, Martha Lewin and Karen Boduch, Arc staff and educational 
advocates who have participated in the Federation’s Parent Consultant training 

program.  Call Jennifer or Doug  at  413-774-5558 for an appointment.    
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ARC FAMILY SUPPPORT UPDATE 

Legislative Advocacy Moves to the Senate 
 

Contact Your Senator Now to Fund Disability Services! 

 Upcoming Arc Events 

Monday, 5/18 @ Noon—Pizza and discussion for parents/guardians of adults with developmental disabilities  
Wednesday, 5/20 @ 7 PM—Parents group—Review of special needs resources available to families  
Friday, 6/5 @ Noon—Arc Annual Meeting at the Greenfield Elks Lodge—$10 for Lunch.  RSVP 413-774-5558 
Saturday, 6/6 from 9:30—3:30 Workshop on Future Care Planning—See enclosed flyer and fact sheet 
Wednesday, 6/24—Annual Family Support Picnic from 5—8 PM @ Camp Keewanee, Greenfield 

Every Picture Tells a Story! 

Help your Senators put a face to the stories about the 
importance of family support.  Send a photo to your 
Senator and to the Governor and ask “What will 
happen to my family member if services end after July 
1st?  Please save Family Support, Day/Employment 
and Transportation Services.” 

Family Supports remain at risk until the budget is 
finalized… The latest budget includes critical cuts to:  

▪ Employment/Day services – 500 people losing 

services 

▪ Transportation – 1,000 people losing services 

▪ Turning 22 – 600 students not getting services after 

their first post-graduation year. 

▪ Salary Reserve – Thousands of already underpaid 

employees left out of budget 

▪ Early Intervention—As many as 10,000 infants & 

toddlers losing services. 

See inside pages for Senate addresses and 
additional information about the state budget and 

advocacy to support institutional closure.  The 

Senate is working on budgets—Advocate Today! 



Senate & Governor Contact Information—Tell them to Restore Funding! 

All legislators may be reached through the State House, Boston, MA 02133     
Area Senators and room #’s are listed below.  For a list of Senators and Representatives by town go to: 
www.mass.gov/legis/city_town.htm.   You can also go to www.arcmass.org and use the Action Center to 
send an email to your legislator expressing your concerns.  
 

 

Governor Deval Patrick: Office of the Governor, State House, Room 280 Boston, MA 02133  

Phone: 617-725-4005  888-870-7770 (in state) Fax:  617-727-9725  TTY:  617-727-3666  
Western Massachusetts Office of the Governor, State Office Building, 436 Dwight Street Suite 300 

Springfield, MA 01103  Phone: 413-784-1200 

      
State Senators:      
Hampshire & Franklin: Sen. Stanley Rosenberg—Representing Northampton, Amherst, precincts A & D Belchertown, 

Hadley, Hatfield, Pelham, South Hadley, Bernardston, Buckland, Colrain, Deerfield, Erving, Gill, Greenfield, Leverett, Leyden, 
Montague, New Salem, Northfield, Shelburne, Shutesbury, Sunderland, Wendell and  Whately.  Contact Info: State House 
Room 320. Tel: 617-722-1532  FAX: 617-722-1532  District Office: 1 Prince Street, Northampton, MA 01060  
Tel. 413-584-1649 FAX: 413-582-0013 Email: Stan.Rosenberg@state.ma.us. 
 

Worcester, Hampden, Hampshire & Franklin: Sen. Stephen Brewer— Representing Ashburnham, Athol, Barre, 

Brookfield, Charlton, East Brookfield, Hardwick, Hubbardston, New Braintree, North Brookfield, Oakham, Petersham, 
Phillipston, Royalston, Rutland, Spencer, Sturbridge, Templeton, Warren, West Brookfield, Winchendon, Brimfield, Holland, 
Monson, Palmer, Wales, Ware, Orange, and Warwick.  Contact Info: State House Room 109-B.  
Tel: 617-722-1540. Email: Stephen.Brewer@state.ma.us. 
 

2nd Hampden & Hampshire: Sen. Michael Knapik— Representing Chicopee, Holyoke, Westfield, Blandford, Chester, 

Granville, Montgomery, Russell, Southwick, Tolland, Easthampton and Southampton.  Contact Info: State House Room 419.  
Tel. 617-722-1415  District Office: 57 North Elm St.  Westfield, MA 01085  
Tel. 413-562-6454  Email: Michael.Knapik@state.ma.us. 
 

1st Hampden & Hampshire: Sen. Gale Candaras— Representing Springfield, East Longmeadow, Hampden, 

Longmeadow, Ludlow, Wilbraham, Belchertown and Granby.  Contact Info: State House Room 213B.  Tel: 617-722-1291   
FAX: 617-722-1014  District Office: 17 Main Street, Wilbraham, MA 01095 
Tel: 413-599-4785  FAX: 413-596-3779  Email: Gale.Candaras@state.ma.us or Gale@GaleCandaras.org. 
 

Berkshire, Hampshire & Franklin: Sen. Benjamin Downing—Representing Berkshire towns and Chesterfield, 

Cummington, Goshen, Huntington, Middlefield, Plainfield, Westhampton, Williamsburg, Worthington, Ashfield, Charlemont, 
Conway, Hawley, Health, Monroe and Rowe.  Contact Info: State House Room 413F. Tel. 617-722-1625   
FAX: 617-722-1523  District Office: 20 Bank Row, Room 202, Pittsfield, MA 01201 
Tel: 413-442-4008  FAX: 413-442-4077  Email: Benjamin.Downing@state.ma.us. 
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 Advocacy Needed to Push for Institutional Closure—Fund Community Services!  

There is an urgent and timely need for advocates for community services to speak in favor of institutional 
closure and request that funds go to community services.  The Joint Community on Children, Families & 
Persons with Disabilities will be holding hearings on May 12th regarding institutional closure.  Some 
legislators are seeking reconsideration of the Governor's plan to close four state institutions.  Contact members 
of the committee to speak in favor of institutional closure.  The Arc of Massachusetts supports a bill sponsored 
by Representative Khan that would require 25% of underutilized state properties or their proceeds to be used to 
develop affordable community housing for individuals with disabilities.  Members of the Committee include: 

Senators:        Representatives: 
Gale Candaras of 1st Hampden & Hampshire, Chair  Kay Khan of Newton, Chair 

Thomas MicKee of 3rd Essex & Middlesex, Vice-Chair Tom Sannicandro of Ashland, Vice-Chair 

Jennifer Flanagan of Worcester & Middlesex   Angelo Scaccia of Boston        Jason Lewis of Winchester 

Patricia Jehlen of 2nd Middlesex    James Murphy of Lowell           Steven Walsh of Boston 

Bruce Tarr of 1st Essex & Middlesex   Robert Nyman of Hanover        James Dwyer of Woburn 

Thomas Kennedy of 2nd Plymouth & Bristol   Danielle Gregoire of Marlborough 

       Donald Humason of Westfield 

       Vinny deMacedo of Plymouth     

Meet with Stan Rosenberg, Friday, May 15 @ 11 AM at the Amherst 
Police Station conference room, 111 Main Street, Amherst, MA.  



 
 

 

 

 
 

Dear Senator:   Why We Need to Restore Community Disability Initiatives 
 

HOUSE STATUS:  The House restored some of the cuts in the Dept. of Developmental Services (DDS—formerly 

DMR) Community Programs Account (5911-2000) & unbundled consolidated line items . But the partial restoration of 
the line item still means 1,000 people will lose Day/Employment, Transportation and other services. At the MA 
Rehabilitation Commission, a partial restoration resulted in saving Supported Employment but left Extended 
Employment (730 people) at risk.  Much of Early Intervention was restored ($6.25 Million) but the EI insurance cap 
was not increased.  There is no salary reserve.  The House passed an amendment asking for an institutions study at 
DDS.  We are concerned this will delay closure of facilities, translating into more community cuts. 
 

WHY FUNDING IS NEEDED: More than 30,000 individuals are served through DDS.  Its budget since 2006 has 

grown by 1.8% per year in state-only dollars.  During this period: 

600+ students graduate from special education yearly with most Turning 22 dollars going to those who need to 
have residential services. In the 2009 class, less than 10% of the $$ can go to the 405 students who need 
employment/day, transportation and family support (adults living with families will get no or little help) 

Family Support has had no gains in several years (9C cuts took away last year’s increase) 

No allocations for adults living with elder family members 

No emergency fund for crisis situations if a family member has an accident or passes away 

MRC will terminate vocational services for 730 Extended Employment Program recipients (range of disabilities) if 
Extended Employment Program is not restored. 
 

Even with our restoration requests, the circumstances above will not change.  With cuts the situation we will face 
poses serious risks.  With restoration, DDS will still be cut by over $14 Million.  DDS has sent letters to families and 
individuals about pending cuts.  There are a number of disability and human service programs which need to be 
protected in the face of this recession.  The Arc and others support the use of new revenue as recommended by 
lawmakers to protect critical services.  
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Summer Fun 2009—Camp Directory Available  
  

 

The Federation for Children with Special Needs has published this  
year's Summer Fun 2009 Directory listing summer day and overnight 
camps and other activities for children.  This is a useful planning tool 
for assuring your child some summer fun.  Options to consider include 
local park and recreation programs, day camps, activity programs and 
workshops offered by community organizations such as libraries, 
museums, theaters, art and music centers, expanded after-school 
programs, and overnight camps.  The United Arc has a guide available 
to review or get your own by going to http://fcsn.org/summercamps/ to 
download a printable PDF document for $5.00 or order a soft cover 
book for $10.00 which includes shipping and handling. Sample pages 
can also be viewed at the Federation website.  

 

Other Summer Resources 

 

The MA Dept. of Conservation and Recreation offers a Universal Access Program with many 
opportunities for outdoor fun and recreation including hikes, birding, fishing, camping, rock climbing, 
swimming, boating and more.  For more information about locations and schedules of activities go to 
www.mass.gov/dcr/universal_access. 

Whole Children offers an array of summer classes in movement, art, theater, dance and music and 
camp opportunities for children of all ages.  Attend their Open House & Family Fair on June 13 from 10 
AM—2 PM at 8 River Drive, Hadley, MA.  For program schedules go to www.wholechildren.org.  

Share your concerns about funding, tell your story and send photos to your Senator today! 



Monday, May 11, 2009 Turning 22 Forum with Bill Zimmer, Area Director for the Dept. of Developmental 
Services Franklin/Hampshire Area, 7—8:30 PM at the 2nd Floor Conference Rooms #234 & 236 in the Potpourri 
Mall, 243 King Street, Northampton, MA.  Learn about key aspects of the Turning 22 process and the DDS 
prioritization process for services.  Meeting is sponsored by the Association for Community Living. 
 

Thursday, May 14, 2009 Mediation & Conflict Resolution, interactive workshop with Laurel Peltier, Susan 
Hackney, Jeanne Troxell Munson and Nancy Farnsworth, 6:30—8:30 PM at Kittredge Center, Room 302, Holyoke 
Community College.  To help parents as members of their child’s IEP team.  For information or to register contact 
Amy Pinney @ 413-529-2428 or email pinney@theassn.org.  
 

Wednesday, May 27, 2009 Understanding the Societal Context: What People with Impairments Are Up 
Against from 9—4 PM in room 226, Kittredge Center, Holyoke Community College.  Tuition $50.  To register send 
name, address, phone and email plus tuition to Western MA Training Group to: Betsy Grim, Community Options, 
P.O. Box 1352, Belchertown, MA 01007.  For information call Jim Brunault at 413-627-3003. 
 

Wednesday, June 3, 2009 Human Rights Forum 9 AM—Noon at Holyoke Community College—Forum 
Auditorium, Building C, (Parking in Lots D & E), Holyoke, MA.  Sponsored by the Dept. of Developmental Services 
(formerly DMR). Celebrate the Department’s name change, hear a panel on human rights and participate in a town 
meeting on human rights issues with DDS Commissioner Elin Howe.  For more information or to register contact 
Martin Rachels at 413-284-5006 or 800-328-3123 x 5006. 
 

Friday, June 5, 2009,”i to I: Self Concept and People with Intellectual Disabilities,” with presenter Dave 
Hingsburger.  8:30—4 PM at Franklin Paterson Hall, Hampshire College, Amherst, MA.  For information contact 
April Stein, 413-582-4253 or email astein@servicenetinc.org.  

    The Arc will lead in forging a society that values, respects, includes, and recognizes          

the contribution of community members with disabilities. 

Sharing Group for Parents/Guardians of Adult Aged Children with Developmental Disabilities:  Join us for 
Pizza Lunch & Discussion on Monday, May 18 at Noon at The United Arc Family Support Office, 110 
Harrison Avenue, Greenfield.  This is a great opportunity to meet with others who share similar situations or 
concerns and share information about resources.   For information contact Karen Boduch at The United Arc, 413-
774-5558 x 1001 or email karenboduch@unitedarc.org. 

Discussion Group  for Families interested in Assistive Technology & Adaptive Equipment:  Wednesday, 
May 20 from 7—8:30 PM at The United Arc Main Office, 111 Summer Street, Greenfield, MA.  Open 
discussion on resources available in the area and state with a review of the Family TIES Resource Directory.  For 
information contact Donna Walden at The United Arc, 413-774-5558 x 1008 or email donnawalden@unitedarc.org.  

Grandparent Support for grandparents who are primary caregivers:  

Greenfield Support Group Luncheon Thursday, May 21 from 11 AM—1 PM at The Arc Common, 20 Chapman St. Greenfield. 

North Quabbin  Support Group, Thursday, May 28 from 1:00- 2:30 PM at the Worker’s Credit Union, Route 2A in Orange.    

Both groups will offer information and sharing about summer options and activities to do with your 
grandchildren.   A knitting and discussion group also meets weekly on Tuesdays from 10-11:30 AM at The Arc 
Common, 20 Chapman Street, Greenfield.   For  information or to get involved contact Drenna Mahaney (x 1042) 
or Elaine Misch (x 1000) at The United Arc 413-774-5558.    

Save the Dates for these Annual Arc Events 

Friday, June 5, 2009—United Arc Annual Meeting @ The Greenfield Elks Lodge, Federal Street, Greenfield, 
MA  12 Noon—1:30 PM $10 for lunch.  Board Elections, Awards & Recognitions.  RSVP 413-774-5558. 
Wednesday, June 24, 2009—United Arc Family Support & Positive Parenting Picnic from 5—8 PM @ Camp 
Keewanee, Greenfield, MA.  Swimming, games, drumming circle, barbecue & potluck. 

United Arc Support & Informational Opportunities   

Area Training, Conferences & Workshops  

Partner 

Agency   

Leslie Kinney,  Family Support Director  
Susan Jones, Positive Parenting Director 

Family Advocates: 
Karen Boduch, Barbara Jaillet, Martha Lewin and Donna Walden 

Visit our web site: www.unitedarc.org  


