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SAVE DISABILITY SERVICES [
TIME TO ADVOCATE NOW! = s

The Senate's budget for the Dept. of Developmental Services
(formerly DMR) will drop 8700 people from service.

The Governor's revised budget is even worse and
would cut services for 15,000! (see article page 3)

The House budget, plus a $15.2 million slice of Enhanced Medicaid, will
protect thousands from losing service.

The Budget Conference Committee is meeting to reconcile differences between the
House and Senate budget lines. The greatest risk for people with disabilities would be for the Conference
Committee to adopt the Senate version of Dept. of Developmental Services (DDS - formerly DMR) line item
funding. If the Conference Committee adopts the Senate version of DDS line items, 8700 people will still
lose services. If the Governor's version is adopted, 15 000 people will lose services!

Specific problematic areas in the Senate DDS budget include:

e Line Item 5920-2025 Day & Work programs. The Senate cut $13 million from this program, which will
cause more than 900 people to lose day services, employment training and jobs.

e Line Item 5920-3000 Respite and Family Support. The Senate has underfunded this program by $13
million which will result in 6600 people losing service.

e Line Item 5911-2000 Transportation. Both the House and Senate underfund this by $3.6 million.

e Line Item 4120-3000. The Senate fails to fund MRC/EEP (extended employment program) $4.2
million, cutting 474 people from service who otherwise might qualify for DDS supports and services.

Adoption of the House DDS line items, plus an additional $15.2 million (by allowing DDS to retain a portion of
the revenue it earns), will ensure that no person with a disability is thrown out of service.

The developmental disability community is urging the Conference Committee to adopt all of the House
DDS line items (except Senate Community Residential) and to appropriate a slice ($15.2 million) of
Enhanced Medicaid Reimbursement earned by DDS.

Let your legislator know DDS funding is important to you. Please call, email or write your legislator and
members of the Conference Committee, particularly Senators Brewer and Knapik who represent western
Massachusetts communities. See page two for list of area legislators. Members of the Budget Conference
Committee include: Senate President Therese Murray, Senate Ways & Means Chair Panagiotakos, Senate Ways
& Means Vice Chair Stephen Brewer, Senate Ways & Means ranking minority member Michael Knapik, House
Speaker Robert Deleo, House Ways & Means Chair Charles Murphy, House Ways & Means Vice Chair Barbara
L:'Ttalien, House Ways & Means ranking minority member Vinny DeMacedo.

7 Make your advocacy calls and come to our
ANNUAL FAMILY SUPPORT PICNIC

Wednesday, June 24 from 5—8 PM Camp Kewanee, Greenfield, MA
Fun, Food, Family & Friends! What could be better? - See back page for details.
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Tell your elected officials to restore disability funding!

All legislators may be reached through the State House, Boston, MA 02133  Room #'s are listed below.  You can also go
to www.arcmass.org and use the Action Center to send an email to your legislators.

State Senators:

Hampshire & Franklin: Sen. Stanley Rosenberg—Representing Northampton, Amherst, precincts A & D Belchertown, Hadley,
Hatfield, Pelham, South Hadley, Bernardston, Buckland, Colrain, Deerfield, Erving, Gill, Greenfield, Leverett, Leyden, Montague, New
Salem, Northfield, Shelburne, Shutesbury, Sunderland, Wendell and Whately. Contact Info: State House Room 320. Tel: 617-722-
1532 FAX: 617-722-1532 District Office: 1 Prince Street, Northampton, MA 01060

Tel. 413-584-1649 FAX: 413-582-0013 Email: Stan.Rosenberg@state.ma.us.

Worcester, Hampden, Hampshire & Franklin: Sen. Stephen Brewer— * Member of the Budget Conference Committee.

Representing Ashburnham, Athol, Barre, Brookfield, Charlton, East Brookfield, Hardwick, Hubbardston, New Braintree, North
Brookfield, Oakham, Petersham, Phillipston, Royalston, Rutland, Spencer, Sturbridge, Templeton, Warren, West Brookfield,
Winchendon, Brimfield, Holland, Monson, Palmer, Wales, Ware, Orange, and Warwick. Contact Info: State House Room 109-B.

Tel: 617-722-1540. Email: Stephen.Brewer@state.ma.us.

2nd Hampden & Hampshire: Sen. Michael Knapik— * Member of the Budget Conference Committee.

Representing Chicopee, Holyoke, Westfield, Blandford, Chester, Granville, Montgomery, Russell, Southwick, Tolland, Easthampton and
Southampton. Contact Info: State House Room 419. Tel. 617-722-1415 District Office: 57 North Elm St. Westfield, MA 01085
Tel. 413-562-6454 Email: Michael.Knapik@state.ma.us.

1st Hampden & Hampshire: Sen. Gale Candaras— Representing Springfield, East Longmeadow, Hampden, Longmeadow, Ludlow,
Wilbraham, Belchertown and Granby. Contact Info: State House Room 213B. Tel: 617-722-1291

FAX: 617-722-1014 District Office: 17 Main Street, Wilbraham, MA 01095

Tel: 413-599-4785 FAX: 413-596-3779 Email: Gale.Candaras@state.ma.us or Gale@GaleCandaras.org.

Berkshire, Hampshire & Franklin: Sen. Benjamin Downing—Representing Berkshire towns and Chesterfield, Cummington, Goshen,
Huntington, Middlefield, Plainfield, Westhampton, Williamsburg, Worthington, Ashfield, Charlemont, Conway, Hawley, Health, Monroe
and Rowe. Contact Info: State House Room 413F. Tel. 617-722-1625

FAX: 617-722-1523 District Office: 20 Bank Row, Room 202, Pittsfield, MA 01201

Tel: 413-442-4008 FAX: 413-442-4077 Email: Benjamin.Downing@state.ma.us.

State Representatives:

1st Franklin: Rep. Stephen Kulik—Representing Conway, Deerfield, Leverett, Montague, New Salem, Shutesbury, Sunderland,
Wendell and Whately precincts A & D in Belchertown, Chesterfield, Goshen, Huntington, Pelham, Williamsburg and Worthington.
Contact Info: State House Room 238. Tel. 617-722-2380, FAX: 617-722-2436 District Office: 1 Sugarloaf Street, South
Deerfield, MA 01373 Tel: 413-665-7200. FAX: 413-665-7101 Email: Rep.StephenKulik@hou.state.ma.us.

2nd Franklin: Rep. Christopher Donelan— Representing Erving, Gill, Greenfield, Orange, Warwick and Athol.

Contact Info: State House Room 167. Tel. 617-722-2230 District Contact: 186 Walnut Hill Road, Orange, MA 01364

Tel. 978-544-2180 Email: Rep.ChristopherDonelan@hou.state.ma.us.

1st Hampshire: Rep. Peter Kocot—Representing Montgomery, Hatfield, Southampton, Westhampton and Northampton. Contact
Info: State House Room 163. Tel: 617-722-2040 Email: Rep.PeterKocot@hou.state.ma.us.

2nd Hampshire: Rep. John Scibak— Representing Easthampton, Hadley and South Hadley.

Contact Info: State House Room 42. Tel: 617-722-2370 District Office: P.O. Box 136, South Hadley, MA 01075

Tel: 413-539-6566 FAX: 413-539-5855 Email: Rep.JohnScibak@hou.state.ma.us.

3rd Hampshire: Rep. Ellen Story— Representing Amherst and Granby. Contact Info: State House Room 277.

Tel. 617-722-2012 FAX: 617-722-2846. Email: Rep.EllenStory@hou.state.ma.us.

5th Worcester: Rep. Anne Gobi— Representing Precinct A in Ware, Barre, Brookfield, Hardwick, New Braintree, North Brookfield,
precincts 2 & 3 in Spencer and Templeton. Contact Info: State House Room 26. Tel. 617-722-2080.

Email: Rep.AnneGobi@hou.state.ma.us.

1st Berkshire: Rep. Daniel Bosley— Representing Berkshire towns and Charlemont, Hawley, Health, Monroe and Rowe. Contact Info:
State House Room 466. Tel. 617-722-2017 FAX: 617-722-2215.

Email: Rep.DanielBosley@hou.state.ma.us.

2nd Berkshire: Rep. Denis Guyer—Representing Berkshire towns and Ashfield, Bernardston, Buckland, Colrain, Leyden, Northfield,
Shelburne, Cummington, Middlefield and Plainfield. Contact Info: State House Room 473F.

Tel. 617-722-2210 District Office:12 Depot St. Suite #6, Dalton, MA 01226 Tel. 413-684-0033

Email: Rep.DenisGuyer@Hou.State.MA.US.
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Governor’s Revised FY10 Budget “Shocking”
Slashes services for 15,000 and eliminates Adult Dental Health

Governor Patrick released a revised budget on June 5th that is alarming for disability advocates, cutting services
to as many as 15,000 people with disabilities.

The Governor's proposal would deci mate essenti al se¢
drastic cuts to Transportation, Day and Employment, Family Support, Autism and Turning 22 services. It also
completely eliminates funding for Adult Dental Services, which are used by individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities.

The Governor's release of a revised budget now, in the midst of the Conference Committee deliberations, is
extremely unusual. Since official revenue projections have dropped sharply since the Governor put forth his
original budget proposal in January, he is mandated to file another budget based on the updated projections.
People involved in state politics for 30 years say they don't remember this ever happening before.

Because it is so unuswual, the i mp
not fully known. However, the Gov
il candt wunder st |anvsdagd thtlee Léglatere andothe public that somehow disability
thinking. Instead of slashing critical | services can function with such drastic cuts. The ball still remains in the
services to our most vulnerable Conference Committee, and that’s
citizens, he should have looked we the Governor’'s troubling propo
elsewhere or recommend the revenu@éat much harder.

needed. o

Frederick Misilo, Jr
Arc Presiden

The Arc and the Disability Policy Consortium have come together on a

tj oint statement denunciating Gov.
dental benefits under state Medicaid plans, which provides 600,000
people with dental care. The Arc and DPC stated:

“A significant portion of recipients of these services are individuals with disabilities who have no other means or
obtaining dental care. These individuals already face significant barriers in accessing quality health services.
Data collected by the Department of Public Health indicates that people with disabilities are far less likely to see
a dentist on a regular basis when compared to people without disabilities. People with disabilities are also far
more likely to be missing six or more teeth when compared with nondisabled Massachusetts residents.
Eliminating dental benefits will only result in increased poor oral health, leading to infections and more complex
medi cal i ssues. I n the end, el imination of these be¢

Together, the Governor's proposed cuts to the Depa
15,000 individuals with disabilities will have no place to go during the day, no transportation to get to their jobs or
grocery stores, no in-home support or respite care, no residential services or no transition help when they
graduate from high school. These cuts include:
e 1800 people losing Transportation services ($10.85 million cut)

2,600 people losing Day/Employment services ($38 million cut)

9,000 families losing Family Support/Respite services ($28 million cut)

44 people losing their home ($4 million cut)

624 people losing Turning 22 services — for the transition from school life to adult life ($6.6 million cut)

30 people losing Employment supports through the Mass. Rehab Commission ($7.4 million cut)

AThese cuts are simply not sustainable, d said Leo
individuals and families with disabilities during t
information from The Arc go to www.arcmass.orgd click on main budget page for updates and analysis and link
to the Arc Action Center at the top of the page to send emails to legislators.




The Arc will lead in forging a society that values, respects, includes, and
recognizes the contribution of community members with disabilities.

United Arc

Annual Family Support Picnic
Wednesday, June 24
5—8 PM
Camp Keewanee, Greenfield, MA

Join us for our annual gathering for fun, food, and frolic with friends!

This year's event will be exciting!
\\\‘6)
Ellen Clegg of Found Sounds will teach traditional rhythms \\QUJ N\

from across the globe.

Decorate a home made drum and experience the
universal language of rhythm and drumming.
AL Hooping Harmony will bring their hoops
and introduce us to the joy of hooping.
Release your inner child and
enjoy the grace and flow of hoop dance!

The pool will be open and lifeguards will be on duty. ﬁ/
So don't t to bri it and towel 7 &
o don't forget to bring your suit and towels > z
——— ——— W~

and enjoy the camp pools.

The United Arc will provide hamburgers, hot dogs and drinks.
Please bring your favorite side dish or dessert to share..
and bring your whole family to this fun event. © We hope you join us!

This program is supported in part by a grant from the Cultural Councils of the 3 lﬂ %
towns of Greenfield, Montague, and Orange, local agencies supported by the i .al Massiasreiiaesie

Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.

To help us plan for enough food please call Doug at 413-774-5558 to RSVP.

isit b site: .unitedarc.
Visit our web site: www.unitedarc.org Leslie Kinney, Family Support Director

Susan Jones, Positive Parenting Director
Partner Agency Family Advocates:
Karen Boduch, Barbara Jaillet, Martha Lewin and Donna Walden



http://www.massculturalcouncil.org/

